
SOME BASIC CRICKET TERMS EXPLAINED

• All Rounder: A most valuable team member; this player is capable of batting 
and bowling at a high enough level to be selected in either of these two 
disciplines. 

• Appeal: A loud shout of “Howzat” by a fielder 
umpire to give the batsman out. A batsman cannot be given out unless an appeal is 
made by the fielding team.

• Bouncer: A fast, short-pitched delivery that is bowled; this reaches the batsman at head / 
shoulder height or higher. Sometimes this is referred to as a “bumper”.

• Close Field: The fielders that take up their positions close to the batsman (within 15 meters) 
are said to be the close field or close catchers.

• Dead Ball: There are many situations when the ball 
play. The main ones occur when: (a) The ball has settled in the hands of thebowler or the 
wicket-keeper. (b) The ball reaches or bounces over the boundary. (c) When either of the two 
batsmen is out. (d) The ball lodges 
headgear of a member of the fielding side. (e)The umpire calls an end to an over, or the end 
of the day’s play.

• Extras: Any runs that are added to the score other than those coming from the ba
(I.e. byes / leg byes / no balls / wides)

• Hat Trick: A bowler performs the hat trick if he claims three victims with successive 
deliveries. They need not be in the same over but must be in the same match to count.

• No-Ball: A delivery that the ump
different ways.) The bowler has to bowl an extra delivery to replace it. A batsman can score 
runs in the normal way at no risk of dismissal, but he or she CAN be run out.

• Overthrow: A throw from a fielder that passes the wicket
and enables the batsmen to add more runs to their total.

• Round the Wicket: The opposite to “over the wicket”. The bowler delivers the ball with the 
release hand farthest away from the st

• Runner: It a batsman is prohibited from running due to injury or illness, another player from 
his own side is allowed to act as his runner. The runner should, preferably, have already 
batted, and to make it fair must be fitted w
whom he is “running”.

• Short Run: If the batsman fails to ground his or her bat behind the popping crease while 
making a run, it is called a short run and is not counted to the total.

• Twelfth Man: Replacement fielders are allowed on to the field in place of injured or 
otherwise indisposed players. The twelfth man cannot bat or bowl and any catches he makes 
are credited to “sub” (substitute). 

• Wicket Maiden: An over in which the bowler concedes no
wicket. 

• Yorker: A delivery pitched well up to the batsman and usually landing between the popping 
crease and the base of the stumps.
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